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Rodrigo Torres Sharp, 
6, of Great Falls, and 
his mother, Zulay 
Torres Sharp, enjoy 
Mother’s Day at the 
Great Falls Grange 
Playground.
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Pit Stop gathering is out,  
but Bike to Work Day is Still on 
for May 21.

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

It’s been 20 years since Bike 
to Work Day began, and it 
grows each year showing that 

there is another side to commut-
ing that uses no gas, has health 
benefits and is fun, even if it’s 
only one day a year for many.

As with everything else in the 
covid year of 2021, it’s going to 
be a little different this year but 
a good thing nonetheless. There 
will be tee shirts with the skyline 
logo, like years past, but at the 
pit stops, it will be a quick stop 
for the tee shirt, and onto points 
beyond - no convoys, no chit chat 
at the pit stop or a local mechan-
ic checking the brakes as seen in 
previous years. Since many are 
working from home still, it will 
be grab the tee shirt and head 
back to the home office. The Bike 
to Work organizers are fine with 
that, it says on the website.

One change is the “pit stop,” 
name, it’s now called “tee shirt 
pickup point.” At the stops, 
there will be a strict covid pol-
icy, which includes a mask re-
quirement, no hanging out and 
socializing, any food is required 
to be pre-packaged and not con-
sumed on the premises, and no 
live raffles. “The emphasis will 
be on bicycling for exercise and 
mental well-being,” the Bike to 
Work website said. Cyclists will 
travel on a one-way path to pick 
up the tee shirt and each rider 
will be socially distanced.

 
Hitting the Trail

According to Colin Browne, 
Communications Director at the 

Washington Area Bicyclist Asso-
ciation, Bike to Work Day is run 
by the Metropolitan Washington 
Council of Governments’ Com-
muter Connections program. 
WABA is part of the steering 
committee and manages the 
registration process. Although it 
was cancelled last year to com-
ply with CDC recommendations 
about gathering, participation has 
grown every year. In 2018, about 
17,000 people signed up for the 
event and in 2019, just under 
20,000 people signed up. This 
year is impacted by the pandem-
ic with offices closed and many 
working from home, although 
people working from home can 
still ride up and get a tee shirt. 
“We’re expecting 10,000 or so rid-
ers this year, as many people are 
still working from home, and pit 
stop activities have been scaled 
back,” said Browne.

Trail Use and the Pandemic
The Capital Trails Coalition 

looked into trail use, and found 
that across the nation, trails are 
seeing more users than ever be-
fore. According to data provided 
by Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, 
nearly every week in 2020 saw 
an increase in trail users com-
pared to numbers of the same 
week in 2019. Several weeks 
in March and April even saw as 
many as 1.5 – 2 times the num-
ber of trail users as the year be-
fore. In Arlington at the W&OD 
Bon Air Park counter, there was 
a 37 percent increase in bike 
use, and a 23 percent increase 
in people running and walking.

Biking and Trail Use 
Continues to Grow

Photo by Mike Salmon/Connection
Pit stops like this one from years’ past will not be as social 
this year.

News

By Mercia Hobson
 Connection Newspapers

T
he proposal to construct a telecommunica-
tion facility, with a 114-foot  monopole tow-
er at County-owned Wolf Trap Fire Station 
#42 in Vienna died on May 4 after Supervi-

sor John W. Foust (D-Dranesville District) presented a 
Board Matter concerning Milestone Communications/ 
Special Exception to the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors during its regular meeting. The fire station is 
located at the intersection of 1315 Beulah Road at the 
intersection of Leesburg Pike.

According to Foust, the County and Milestone en-
gaged in negotiations related to Milestone’s request to 
lease the Wolf Trap Fire Station but had not reached 
an agreement. Since the County owns the Wolf Trap 
Fire Station and the lease negotiations between the 
County and Milestone paused, Foust requested that 
the Board withdraw its consent for Milestone’s appli-
cation.

“As the Board knows, as a property owner, the 
County places a high value on community participa-
tion and feedback on projects located on its land and 
expects its potential tenants to provide the same level 
of commitment to soliciting public input,” Foust said.

GREAT FALLS Citizens Association held a March 15 
webinar featuring a presentation by Milestone Towers 
as its guest and a community-wide call-in about the 
proposed monopole at Fire Station #42 Wolf Trap. 
At the time, callers voiced concerns over aesthetics, 
residential property values, radiofrequency emissions 
exposure levels, macro vs. small cell technology, and 
5G preference. John Nelson, President of Ciara Estates 
Homeowners Association, said, “This (seeing an im-
age of the monopole superimposed on a photo of the 
neighborhood) is an eyesore...visible from most of the 
homes in our homeowners’ association.”

Som Venkatanarayan of Vienna said, “This is indus-
trial power, not [appropriate] in an R-2 zone.

Chris Harold, Vice President of Milestone Towers 
said at the webinar that Milestone planned to install a 
50 by 50-foot fenced compound, remove five trees, and 
plant fifteen to twenty trees and install an access road. 

Hearing that the tower was now off the table was 
good news to Randy and Diane Schumacher, whose 

property was one of five or possibly six. Diane said 
that would have been in a direct sightline with the 
tower. “The backs of their homes directly face the 
open field,” she said. According to Diane, the com-
munity had a meeting with Supervisor Foust a few 
months back to present their concerns. 

“I will say we are grateful to him, and we applaud 
the Supervisor’s decision, leadership, and listening to 
our community and other communities’ concerns,” 
Diane said.

Asked if she thought this was the end of the mono-
pole proposal; Diane said, “The honest answer is, 
no…We hope it is put to bed, but you just never know 
when someone will come forward again.”

Randy added that the community needed to be vig-
ilant and engaged with the local government in these 
situations. “Stay involved as an active civic commu-
nity to make sure that the community maintains its 
character,” he said.

IN THE FALL of 2020, applicant Milestone Tower 
Limited Partnership IV and the Board of Supervisors 
of Fairfax County filed a Proffered Condition Amend-
ment to amend RZ 78D060 for modifications and de-
velopment conditions to allow telecommunications 
facilities. Since the proposed site, public property Fire 
Station #42, was in an R-2 Residential District, per 
Fairfax County Zoning Ordinance, monopole struc-
tures required a Special Exception approval. The 
Planning Commission hearing on the Special Excep-
tion was scheduled for May 5, and the Board of Su-
pervisors’ hearing with the tentative final vote on the 
matter was to be on June 8.

As of press time, Milestone could not be reached 
for comment.

The Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors voted unanimously 
to withdraw its June 23, 2020, 
concurrence with the special 
exception application filed by 
Milestone Tower Limited Partner-
ship IV and its agent, Donohue 
and Stearns, PLC, on Tax Map 
Parcel 19-3 ((1)) 20, located at 
1315 Beulah Road, to construct 
a telecommunication facility at 
Wolf Trap Fire Station #42.

County and Milestone 
had not reached a 
lease agreement.

The sightline of a home near the corner of Bent 
Creek Lane and Stone Meadow Way in Vienna 
would have had a view of the monopole to the 
left of the garage.

It’s a No to Fire Station #49 Monopole

Photos by Mercia Hobson/
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S
ometimes regarded as a strictly function-
al space, bathrooms might bring to mind 
brushing and flossing rather than style and 
comfort.  Whether you’re working on a tight 

budget or creating the bathroom of your dreams, two 
local designers offer 
inspiration.

“Even if you’re only 
able to spend a limit-
ed amount of money, 
creativity is a necessity,” 
said Marcie Taylor of 
Marcie Taylor Designs 
in Alexandria.

Taylor  recalls helping 
a couple who’d grown 
tired of the outdated 
master bathroom in 
their Springfield home, 
but couldn’t afford a 
total overhaul.

“I told them that 
they needed to invest 
in one statement piece 
and then add some less 
expensive accessories,” 
she said. “We salvaged 
a crystal chandelier and 
hung it over the bathtub 
to create a focal point. 
We replaced the grout 
around the tub and sink which looked dingy against 
the existing white tile. We then added a matte black 
faucet and found a shower head in the same color.”

When designers at InSite Builders & Remodeling 
transformed a cramped and outdated Jack and Jill 
bathroom in Bethesda  into a master bath suite be-
fitting a luxury spa, they had to expand the footprint 
of the bathroom by using square footage from an 
adjacent bedroom. The additional space was used to 
add a double sink, a new closet and a large zero-en-
try glass shower. 

Home Life Style

White countertop, dark wood cabinets, float-
ing vanity, black fixtures create a spa-like at-
mosphere in this bathroom by InSite Builders 
& Remodeling.

The hinged glass shower door are 
consistent with the contemporary 
design of this bathroom by InSite 
Builders & Remodeling.

Full-size porcelain slabs make 
the shower a major focal point 
in this bathroom by InSite 
Builders & Remodeling.

Elevating the 
Bathroom
Ideas for budget and 
luxury bathrooms

Photos by Stacy Zarin Goldberg

Helping to create a sense of tranquility, the design 
team used materials such as a white countertop, dark 
wood cabinets, a floating vanity, black fixtures, and 
a hinged glass shower door. “The shower is a major 
focal point,” said Stephen Gordon, InSite Builders & 
Remodeling. “It [has] full-size porcelain slabs which 
eliminate grout lines.”

“Even if you’re just doing a spruce-up, a bathroom 
project can seem like a major undertaking,” said 
Taylor. “But I can’t recall anyone who didn’t think it 
was worth the effort.”




